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The First International Conference in Brussels on the Theory of Radia-
tion, in 1911, owed its inception to Mr Ernest Solvay and proved a great
success.
Shortly afterwards Mr Solvay generously gave the sum of one million
francs to form an International Physical Institute (Nature, 90, p. 545), part
of the proceeds to be devoted to assistance ofresearch.es in physics and
chemistry, and part to defray the expenditure of an occasional scientific
conference between men of all nations to discuss scientific problems of
special interest. In pursuance of this aim the second International
Conference or Conseil International de Physique Solvay was held in
Brussels this year on October 27-31, under the able presidency of
Professor Lorentz. Among those present were Lorentz, K. Onnes,
J. J. Thomson, Barlow, Pope, Jeans, Bragg, Rutherford, Mme Curie,
Gouy, Brillouin, Langevin, Voigt, Warburg, Nernst, Rubens, Wien,
Einstein, Lawe, Sommerfeld, Griineisen, Weiss, Knudsen, Hasenhorl,
Wood, Goldschmidt, Verschaffelt, Lindemarm, de Broglie___
On 13 Sept. Rutherford had written again to Stefan Meyer saying
that while attending the British. Association at Dundee he met Dr Beilby,
who had made another generous gift to cover the expense of a radium
standard for Great Britain, to be preserved at the National Physical
Laboratory. The importance of correct standards cannot be over-
estimated. Delivery of goods and adjustment of prices would be
extremely difficult if no one knew what was the length of a yard within
ten per cent. Another letter deals with the,same subject:
RUTHERFORD TO MEYER
17, Wilmslow Road, Manchester: 16 Nov. 1912. I understand from Glaze-
brook that the communication from your Ministerium was at length
located in the Home Office. As is the custom of our officials, they took
four months in deciding that it did not properly belong to their
Department. A formal request has been sent to the Foreign Office, and
I trust that they will act on it without delay. I received safely the
reprints of the paper on the 'Heating Effect'. By the way, how did
Mr H. Robinson become 'Miss'? I shall be interested to know how
the mistake arose. The Laboratory is enjoying the error, for Robinson
is about four inches taller than myself and is not easily mistaken